
 



2 
 

AUTUMN IN THE APPALACHIANS 2015 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                             

                         

 

 

 



3 
 

PREFACE 

This Journal was prepared through a collaborative effort of all members of the travel group and 

contains photos from many of the 27 individuals. The contents are solely for the entertainment 

and use of the 2015 S*M*A*R*T travel group and not to be used for any commercial purposes. 

The type is large because some of our eyes are not as young as they used to be.  Errors, 

omissions and misspellings are purely unintentional and solely our responsibility. 

INTRODUCTION 

This Memory Book captures only a few of the events and memories of the summer.  Each family 

will have many more stories and photos to share with family and friends, see our Facebook 

page   https://www.facebook.com/groups/1645233375723741 or just search for “Autumn in 

the Appalachians Caravan 2015” from your Facebook page.  The Facebook page contains many 

more photos and comments posted by many of our caravan members during the trip.  Our 

group assembled thousands of photos from a variety of cameras.  For most of us this was an 

unforgettable experience and one we will remember and talk about for many years.  We love 

our country and our neighbors and this summer we experienced some of the best of it.  Our trip 

would not have been possible were it not for the absolutely superb planning and execution by 

our Wagon Master John and Kathy Steinbauer and Tail Gunners Steve and Lynn Hyman.  They 

began planning this experience more than a year in advance, researching all previous similar 

trips, talking with previous wagon masters, selecting the campgrounds and listing the things to 

see and do in each area.  No one could have planned it or led it any better.                                    

By Allen Carter, Travel Log Editor 

S*M*A*R*T 

Autumn in the Appalachians Caravan 

23 September to October 30 2015 

We arrived at Leisure Acres Campground in Cleveland, GA 

on the 22nd and 23rd of September, many of us directly 

from the National Muster in Perry, GA.   

Wagon Master John Steinbauer 

was right there to greet and 

escort us to our sites. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1645233375723741
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Wednesday (9/23) morning Tail Gunner Steve got right on the inspections.  Nothing got by 

Steve, including dating of the tires, pressure etc.  Tires being a sore spot for travelers, it was the 

most important part of the inspection. 

  

 That evening we enjoyed social hour, and dinner of lasagna in the club house at the Leisure 

Acres meeting room.  At that time we all were introduced and 

got acquainted. 

 

 

 

Thursday (9/24) morning we all gathered at Wendell’s for breakfast and a very detailed 

orientation meeting.  Although we were there past lunch, we returned to the campground 

arriving in time to attend the “First Timers” meeting at the campground clubhouse, while Steve 

finished up his inspections. Those who were not first timers were free to visit the Cabbage 

Patch Birthplace in Cleveland, GA. 

Friday (9/25) was shopping day in Helen or visiting Unicoi State Park 

during the day and dinner at Hofbrauhaus for a wonderful German 

beer and dinner of schnitzel, potato salad, sour kraut and red cabbage 

with apple strudel for dessert.   
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Saturday (9/26) most of us traveled to Anna Ruby Falls, a beautiful falls of 2 streams converging 

at the base of the falls.  It was also sportsman day at Unicoi State Park where they offered skeet 

shooting, archery, fishing (fly tying, fly casting and actual fishing), Reptile and Bird education all 

compliments of the Georgia DNR.  Later on we enjoyed a wonderful evening at the Helen 

Oktoberfest where we enjoyed German pretzels, wursts and plenty of beer.  A German oompah 

band played for those who danced and sang.  A great time was had by all. 

Sunday (9/27) although we did the several falls on different days, today, for us, was off to the 

Tallulah Falls, the covered bridge and Duke Falls for some of us.  We were late on returning for 

social hour, however, did manage the last few minutes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday (9/28) we were off to Amicalola Falls outside Dahlonega.  This was 

the easiest to access (unless you did the stairs) and possibly the prettiest of 

the falls.  At the Amicalola Park was the southern terminus of the 

Appalachian Trail, which travels to Katahdin State Park in Maine, over 2,000 

miles north. We returned in time for John and Steve’s departure briefing, 

however, due to popular demand, the briefing was postponed until after the 

food was consumed.  
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Tuesday (9/29) was relocation day. We were departing 

in groups of 3 from 9 AM through Noon.  

Although there was continuing rain, downpours at 

times, we all arrived on time and safe at the Happy 

Holiday Campground in Cherokee, NC.  

Instructions from Steve were spot on and easy to 

follow.  We arrived to be greeted by Wagon 

Master John and escorted to our pre assigned sites.  All this went off without a hitch, well 

except for a few wrong turns which were understandable since the rain was so intense we 

couldn’t see but a few feet, sometimes having to pull off the road to wait it out.  We had social 

hour in the clubhouse and were thankful to be out of the rain.   

Wednesday (9/30) Thanks to Tom Wentz and his connections, we were blessed with a beautiful 

day and traveled to Bryson City for the Great Smoky Mountains Railroad.  Arriving at 9:30, 

Kathy and Lynn promptly procured and disturbed tickets, mugs and instructions.  At 10 we were 

off on our journey to the Nantahala Gorge on a wonderful trip.  Steve, our train guide of many 

trades, was very efficient and explained the ride with detail.  It was the first sunny day for a 

week which was more than welcome. That evening we were welcomed to Steve and Lynn’s 

campfire for social hour and enjoyed camaraderie until the rain returned and we quickly 

dispersed.   Before the rain Steve and Lynn gave everyone a bag of popcorn they procured from 

the popcorn mill.   

 

Thursday (10/2) 

Back to the rainy 

days.  Some of 

us were off to 

the Smoky 

Mountain NP, where we toured the visitor center and 

went up to see the clouds from Clingmans Dome.  They 

offered complete obstruction from any views more than 

100 feet.   We also visited the Cherokee Museum, a wonderful 

museum of the history of the Cherokees emphasizing the 

period after the arrival of the white man.  There were several 

important presentations, somewhat different from our school 

books.  That evening we enjoyed social hour in the 
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campground clubhouse and later had a pizza dinner, catered by Wise Guys, complete with salad 

and dessert. 

 

Friday (10/2) From Kent - Some of the most 

beautiful cars made in America, the V12 

Lincoln convertible rambler and a Pierce 

Arrow Motor Cycle. These are from Wheels 

through Time in Maggie Valley, NC.  

 

Judy and Allen did some of the original back 

woods trails of the Appalachian Mountains.  

The route paralleled the Blue Ridge 

Parkway, which we could at times see, and went from near the Waterrock Knob Visitor Center 

to Route 19 and back to Cherokee.  Judy never appreciates the roads less traveled.   

Saturday (10/3)   From John - Some of Autumn in the Appalachians Caravan members visited 

the Wheels through Time motorcycle and auto museum in Maggie Valley, NC. I've never seen 

so many vintage Harley Davidson and Indian motorcycles, 37,000 sq. ft. of displays. Owner and 

curator Dale Walksler was there and cranked several of the motorcycles.  It was a great 

experience!  

Sunday (10/4) Today we opted to 

drive the Tail of the Dragon route 

and it was a beautiful day.  We 

traveled to the Fontana Dam, the 

highest dam east of the Mississippi 

and constructed during WWII to 

provide power for the Oakridge 
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Plant and for the manufacture of Aluminum for aircraft production.  Today it still provides 

power for the TVA grid.  As we traveled to the Dragon, we passed 3 other dams and one 

pumping/generation station downstream.  To the right is the tree of shame, a collection of 

parts from crashed motorcycles. 

From Kent - This beautiful stone church was on 

the Cherokee nation reservation. We went there 

for Sunday morning service. I was delighted to 

listen to the Cherokee Baptist preacher.  Lynn and 

Steve Hyman, Janet and Kent Phillips 

 

Sunday evening we briefed for Monday’s move to Bear 

Creek and were treated to rotisserie chicken with sides 

and desserts provided by members.  Following dinner 

Storyteller Tim Hall entertained us with stories of his 

tour with the U.S. Army and a few mountain people, 

including Popcorn Sutton, as well.  He is a true treasure 

and is in the process of organizing a storyteller Hall of 

Fame in Bryson.   

  

Monday (10/5) Another successful moving day master minded by tail gunner Steve.  We arrived 

at Bear Creek Campground around noon and promptly organized to take the trolley tour of 

Asheville.  Driver Mary, a native of Asheville, knew every detail of the town, including the 

favorite BBQ places.  Several of us frequented Luella’s after the tour and had a delightful BBQ 

meal. 

Tuesday (10/6) We’re off to the Biltmore Mansion 

today and a wonderful day it is.  The persistent rain 

and storms have finally ceased.  We arrived as a 

group and Kathy, as always, had everything 

prearranged, so we picked up our tickets and were off 

to the Mansion, 3 miles down the road.  The entrance 

and grounds, landscaped by Olmstead, were 

impeccable.  The 3 mile entrance road prevented the 

guests, and us, from viewing the mansion until exactly 

the right place to emphasize its magnificence.  We did a self guided tour with numerically 

indexed inputs to describe each detail.   After the house tour, we toured the grounds, gardens 
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and hot houses.  Finally we went to the Biltmore Winery to learn how to make wine and of 

course to sample, and purchase, all the winery had to offer.   

 

   

 

 

 

Wednesday (10/6) today’s schedule had us traveling to Grandfather Mountain.  On a wonderful 

day we were treated to the beautiful fall leaves, at their best, 

along the Blue Ridge Parkway and up the mountains.  At the 

entrance to Grandfather, 

we were given a CD to 

narrate our trip up and 

down the mountain which 

was nice to have and 

explained the history, 

view points and many of 

the attributes of the 

mountain.  We stopped on 

the way up to visit with Tom the wood carver and to visit the small zoo and museum.  While 

you could drive up to the suspension bridge to walk across to Grandfather, we chose to walk up 

the path from the lower lot, a nice, slightly steep, walk in the woods on the mountain.  After 

arriving at the top, Judy refused to cross the bridge, Daisy gladly accompanied me across the 

bridge to the top of Grandfather. 

Thursday (10/8) First thing we had a taco breakfast catered by John and Kathy and Steve and 

Lynn.  Following breakfast we had the mandatory 

travel meeting for Friday.   

Some of us went to Little Switzerland and we spent 

some time with the glass blower, who was 

interested in our area of NJ as there is the only 

scientific glass school in the country and Wheaton 

Village, a recreated 1800’s glass blowing town.  

One of the other visitors, a self proclaimed falls 
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chaser, suggested we visit the waterfall just down the street, Grassy Creek Falls; it’s just ½ mile 

walk.  Down the street, through the path, then down the small embankment we found the falls, 

very nice!  We also visited the National Park’s Mineral Museum on the west side of the Blue 

Ridge Parkway from Little Switzerland.  The museum contained examples of the minerals of 

North Carolina as well as descriptions of how rocks and minerals are formed. 

Friday (10/9)  We traveled to Lake View 

Campground in Bluff City, TN.  That afternoon we 

went to the Rocky Mountain Museum with Steve 

and Lynn, just down the street from the 

campground.  This was a wonderful 

museum with the home and out 

buildings belonging to the Cobb family 

and set in the 1790s.  The home was 

staffed by re enactors who were in period costume and stuck with period conversation.  The 

museum contained the history and artifacts of the area from the period of the Cobb’s arrival in 

the area.   

 

Saturday (10/10) As a group we were off to the 

Birthday of Country Music Museum in Bristol, VA 

(that’s on the north side of State St which divides 

Bristol between states of VA and TN).  We learned 

about the Big Bang in country 

music, how it started and who 

was involved.  Then we followed 

country music up to today.  This 

was an interactive museum with 

everything from the original recordings made in Bristol in 1927.  Later that 

afternoon we visited the local V FW for social hour and had a wonderful 

roast beef meal.  Post Commander Tommy, rolled out the red carpet 

including welcoming us personally and on the post sign out front as well.  

We were entertained by a guitar singer, who seemed to think we were up past our bed time, 

both before and after dinner.  
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From Kent - The whole caravan was treated for 

dinner at the VFW in Bristol. I had several 

thoughts about the 

uniform on display. The 

numbers of Yankee and 

Dixie were said to be 2/3 

and 1/3 Yankee. You know 

I think I can still feel the 

tension. When you think 

of it brother against brother or father against Son, it still makes my heart 

heavy.  I hope some of you have heard of the Great White Fleet. This 

photograph shows the battleship Tennessee as one of the Great White Fleet. This is the brass 

annunciator,  it is the mechanism they used to signal from the flying bridge to the engine room 

( for changing engine speed).  Tommy said the annunciator was received from the USN by the 

post in 1960 after the de commissioning of BB-43 in 1959.   

 

Sunday (10/11) Several of us caught up 

with the laundry, then off to the Bristol 

Speedway for a tour.   Note the football 

field markings in the infield.  They’re 

planning to hold the Virginia Tech vs. 

Tennessee Volunteers game next year! 

 

 

 

 

Tom Wentz 

- After lunch in Bristol Tennessee we drove to 

Tennessee Ernie Ford's birthplace and home where he 

was raised. Sunday evening we enjoyed a group dinner of burgers, by Chef Steve, followed by a 

wonderful duet on guitar and banjo by Bill and Sam.   
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We’re all hoping the mood moves them 

again, soon! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone at Lakeview RV Park was very 

supportive and the park was very nice so we 

presented our SMART Caravan certificate of 

appreciation to Jenny on behalf of Kiser and the 

rest of the staff. 

 

 

 

Monday (10/12) Another moving day and off 

to the Cool Breeze in Galax, VA, a trip of 170 

miles.  Those of us arriving early had an 

opportunity to check out the neighborhood as 

noted by Joy - Allen and Judy and Robert and I 

visited Harmon's Civil War Museum in Galax 

which also housed documents and pictures of 

the Baldwin-Felts Detective Agency and their many "jobs."  One famous one was the Matawan 

Massacre in 1920 which involved the coal miners in West Virginia attempting to unionize and 

their fight against "big coal."  Many were killed in a gun battle there, including many of the Felts 
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detectives, interesting history of the times. The home still exists. It is not open for tours but the 

manager at the museum said the owner/occupants would be glad to show us around.  They 

surely were.  It was such a pleasant visit at their home today. These are some photographs they 

allowed us to take.  There is a basketball court in the loft of the barn.  The photograph of us and 

our host was taken in front of a wall-to-wall mirror in the gym which also is in the barn loft.   

 

 

 

 

Steve and Lynn and Janet and Kent at Blue 
Ridge Music Center  - we received our Blue 
Ridge Parkway Junior Ranger certificates and 
patches. 

 

 

Tuesday (10/13) This morning it was off to Galax to 

meet Director of 

Tourism Ray Kohl, 

https://www.facebook.com/stephen.hyman.92
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Blue-Ridge-Music-Center/118956361470069
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Blue-Ridge-Music-Center/118956361470069
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who gave us a local briefing at the Rex Theater.  We even got to go into the projection room 

and look at the Carbon arc lamps used to light the screens until after WWII, however, lasting 

here until the early 70s.  Following the theater we visited Barr’s Fiddle Shop, what a treat; first a 

little history about music from before the Big Bang in Bristol, including the Stoneman recordings 

in NYC in 1924, 3 years before the Bristol Recordings.   

Then some explanation about their instruments, specifically the dulcimer, 

a string instrument born of the Scotch-Irish in the Appalachians following 

their arrival in the 1700s.  Following all that we were treated to some 

genuine, and excellent, blue grass music compliments of some of the 

members of Blended Grass, the same group we are expecting to see on 

Friday night at the Rex radio show.  As if that wasn’t enough, we then 

went to the Chestnut Street School of the Arts.  There we learned about 

their school and adult art programs, viewed and some purchased, many 

pieces of their work.  Then off to lunch, some of us to the Galax BBQ.  

There was wall of pictures including many of local veterans and the annual State Smoke on the 

Mountain BBQ cook off here in Galax.  The masters of BBQ go on the national finals in 

Memphis.    

That afternoon a group of us went to the Galax Volunteer 

Fire Department for a guided tour of the house and 

equipment.  What an impressive operation and great tour 

we had.  Following the fire house, many of us were off to 

the Blue Ridge Music Center, on Skyline Drive, where they 

have live bluegrass performances daily from noon to 4 PM 

in the warmer season.  There we enjoyed Bobby Patterson 

& Willard Gayheart, who, by the way, started the 

afternoon sessions in 2005 and still plays there weekly.   

 

Wednesday (10/14) Chris and Christina were off to the Blue Ridge Parkway and headed north 

on a wonderful day for pictures, what else would a photographer do on a picture perfect day.   
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Others went to Wal Mart, did some house cleaning, laundry and some even got their flu shots.   

That evening we all had self prepared steaks and pork chops, with terrific sides and desserts.  

Following dinner, Robert, the camp host, had a wonderful fire going to warm the chilly 

evenings.  Do you think our future hosts will offer 

this?  

From Janet – for those of you who enjoyed the 

whiskey beans, who didn’t, here’s the secret: 

2 -23oz cans of Bush's bake bean (original) 

2 - 16 oz. Kidney beans (drained) 

1 - 16oz can of butter beans (drained) 

Fresh or can mushrooms (the amount you want) We prefer fresh. 

A lb of bacon (cooked) 
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A ring of kalbasa sausage ( 2 in sometimes) 

1 good size onion. 

3/4 cup of brown sugar (more or less) 

1/2 cup of ketchup 

1/2 to 1 cup of Black Jack Daniels Whiskey 

Kent put in about a cup. 

Cook in crock pot or oven until good and hot. 

 

Thursday (10/15) From John - Today eight 

members of the caravan rode bicycles on the New 

River Trail. We rode out to Fries Junction and New 

River Bridge from Galax and back, 25 miles. 

Everyone said it was a lot of fun riding out the first 

12 miles but more like work riding back to Galax. 

Beautiful views and a fun time together. 

  

Steve and Lynn - Walking on the SMART View trail 

while on the S.M.A.R.T. caravan.  
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Robert and Joy went barn hunting through the countryside. 

 

 

 

Friday (10/16) We were off south on the Blue Ridge Parkway on a beautiful fall day.  We drove 

until Laurel Springs and had lunch at Freeborns, next to the world’s smallest pool hall.   

From Chris -   

From Kent - We had just been to the Music 

Center and listen to some wonderful music 

from this very talented couple. This beautiful 

picture, to right, was just alongside the road 

on our way back to the trailer 
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   These are some of Chris’ pictures from the  Brinegar Cabin on the Blue Ridge Parkway, south 

of  Galax. 

 

That evening we enjoyed the Friday Night Radio show from 

the Rex Theater broadcast on WBRF 98.1 FM. Tonight 

featured the “Blended Grass” playing bluegrass music.  The 

SMART group thanked and recognized Ray Kohl, Director of 

Tourism for Galax, VA and awarded him a certificate during 

the radio show. 

Many of the group  were up for a little dancing to the music of 

Blended Grass. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday (10/17) As a group we were off to Mayberry, or as it’s 

known on the map, Mt. Airy, NC home of Andy Griffith and some 

of the places and characters in the Andy Griffith TV show.  We 

were welcomed by the Mayor and collected information about 

the town at the welcome center.  Then it was off to the Andy 

Griffith Museum.  We also sneaked in a quick stop at the Earl 

Theater to see a bluegrass band playing.    
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Finally we took a ride around town in Mayberry finest squad cars from the 60s, (62, 3 and 4 

Ford Galaxy sedans).    The tour around town 

included a stop at the local quarry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

That afternoon the Hymans and Carters were off to the Corn Shucking 

Frolic at Horne Creek Farm.  The Horne Creek Farm is the 1900s Hauser’s 

family farm saved by the NC Historic Sites.  While we were there we 

enjoyed the Fiddlin’ Carson Peters Band, some good food, toured the 

Hauser home and 

watched corn 

shucking and 

shelling 

demonstrations.  

There were also 

apple butter, fruit 

drying, corn 

milling, early American kid’s toys and other demonstrations.   
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On the way back to the campground we had to make a run through Mt. Airy to see the antique 

car show, and what a collection there was! 

 

 

Sunday (10/18) We’re 

off again, this time 

from Galax to 

Staunton, about 160 

miles.  On this trip the 

last group 

encountered some delays on their trip, including 

a busy fuel stop and an hour delay due to a traffic 

accident on route 81 (see Bo’s comments below).   

 

From Karen and Bo, all this on the trip from 

Galax to Staunton – “With apologies to Jeff 

Foxworthy:  

You know you didn’t go to church on Sunday when….. 

……Your leveling jacks do not retract after you hit the button twice and all of group F comes to 

see what the delay is and offer their advices and remarks. 

…..When your Tire Minder Alert system goes off after the first 10 miles of your caravan, scaring 

you half to death and causing you to pull 3 RVs over on the interstate to confirm it was a false 

alarm and make you wonder if the $400 tire pressure alert system was worth the investment. 

…..When you pull into the Flying J truck stop and you are third in line to the RV lane with 2 

more RVs following you needing fuel. 

…..When the RV owner in the Right Hand Lane is standing behind his RV and informs you that 

he is waiting for Pop-A-Lock because his wife locked the doors with the keys inside. 

…..When the only thing you need is propane and the propane technician tells you that his hose 

will not reach the right hand side of your RV and you will have to drive your RV around and 

come into the RV Fuel Filling Lane against the flow of traffic that is already waiting for fuel 

because the other lane is blocked with locked doors.  You tell the tech “Thanks but no thanks” 

Lost sale Flying J! 
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…..When you finish with your $13 Fill UP, because you stopped at this same Flying J a week 

earlier and really filled up, and the previous RV is parked in the No Parking zone just outside the 

lane and blocking any RV from exiting the lane and further clogging an already clogged 

situation.  You go inside to retrieve the violators and they finally mosey out and need to get a 

step stool to get into their truck. 

……When you finally get all 4 RVs (Smart 20 is with us) ready to depart and the second RV in line 

fails to see the U-turn onto I-81 North and proceeds to go South on I-81.  Smart 20 chased him 

down and got him turned around.” 

Upon everyone’s arrival we were off to Mrs. Rowes Restaurant and Bakery for another great 

dinner.  After Dinner one of the waitresses gave us a short and very interesting history about 

the restaurant and Mrs. Rowe.  In addition to a great dinner we had wonderful pies for dessert.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday (10/19) This morning we traveled as a group to the birthplace and Presidential Library 

of President Woodrow Wilson in Staunton.  We were given a guided tour of the home where 

Pres. Wilson was born and the library next door.  We learned a lot about Wilson, WW I, viewed 

some of Wilson’s documents and viewed an 

exhibit about the battle trenches of WW I and 

some interesting weapons of the time.  
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Following the tours most of us were off to the Depot Grill 

at the Staunton Train Station, of course, which still has 

service from Amtrak.  I had a wonderful Cod filet, the best 

since Alaska, and then off to Eaver’s Car Museum, 

however, we did the window tour as it is only open on 

weekends.  Unless it has cars on the 2nd floor, we were 

able to see all of the display through the windows.  Again a 

visit to Wal Mart to restock and back to the KOA for dinner OYO. Steve and Lynn and Bo and 

Karen went to the Camera Heritage Museum and were extremely intrigued, we need to go!   

Some took the Trolley Tour of Staunton today. 

From Robert and Joy 

We visited Mary Baldwin College and 

on that campus the museum of the 

Staunton Military Academy and the 

Virginia Women's Institute for 

Leadership. This is the "Mess Hall." 

Those words are inscribed over the 

front door, dating from when it was 

the Staunton Military Academy for 

men/boys. The curator told us they don't call it that, being a women's institute. He couldn't 

remember what they called it but I rather wish they called it what it is. Any woman flying a 

Chinook can surely admit to eating in a "mess hall." 

One of their graduates recently flew onto the property in her Chinook helicopter, much to the 

pride of current students. 

Cadet graduate, Major Thomas D. Howie died in the assault at St. Lo, France. He had been an 

instructor and coach at SMA. He was the subject of a soldier depicted in the movie "Saving 

Private Ryan." He is buried in the cemetery at St. Lo. 
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The Military Academy (1860-1976) was the most highly rated such academy. It was given the 

War Department designation of Distinction of Honor School, the only such southern school to 

be given this honor. Their cadets served in WWI and WWII and Viet Nam. During WWI over 700 

Cadets served in the armed forces. Their former Commandant, General Alexander M. Patch, 

commanded the 7th Army as well as the Allied Invasion of Southern France. Senator Barry 

Goldwater was one of their more well-known cadets. 

 

Another graduate, Commander David McCampbell became the leading Naval Fighter Ace of the 

war and was awarded the Medal of Honor. He will probably retain that status since close air 

combat like that isn't likely to ever happen again. 

Virginia Women's Institute for Leadership is the only 100% women's ROTC brigade in the 

country. Graduates will receive a degree from Mary Baldwin College and be offered a 

commission in the U.S. Army. This is the barracks, so called when it was Staunton Military 

Academy. 

Tuesday (10.20) We departed by caravan and 

headed to Thomas Jefferson’s home, Monticello.  

Upon arrival we visited the museum, saw a film 

about Monticello then went by shuttle to the 

house.  Thomas Jefferson was the original Mr. 

Gadget and most of his inventions are still in place 

within the home.  In addition to his great 

con

trib

utions to the foundation of our country, he loved 

designing and using gadgets, including 

interconnected doors, dumb waiters for wine 

delivery and many others.  His house was 40 

years in the making and changed directions 

several times adapting to ideas he obtained 

during his travels.  Monticello is a place you can 

visit many times and gain more knowledge each time.  

 From Joan - This was taken at Thomas Jefferson's 

home, Monticello. There is so much historical 

information and not enough time to see it all. We 

had a wonderful day but very tiring.  
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After Monticello we were off to the Michie Tavern for lunch.  We’re all expecting a mediocre 

meal and poor service, just another tourist trap.  However, the entire operation was first class, 

from their prompt timing for service and tours to the wonderful fried chicken meal and 

excellent service.  We ate lunch, enjoyed the tavern tour and were then off to Ash-Lawn 

Highland, home of James Monroe.  

 

 

At  Ash-Lawn Highland, on another beautiful day, we 

were given a tour of the Monroe’s relatively small 

home as well as 

the later 

addition to the 

house.   
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Wednesday (10/21) Today Chris and Christine and Allen and Judy went to the Camera Heritage 

Museum.  Since Steve had told us about the Japanese Pearl Harbor camera and pictures, we 

had to go.  The Director, David Schwartz, really gave us the cook’s tour.  And although and the 

history of thousands of cameras was interesting, I was very interested in the Pearl Harbor 

pictures and their story. A Japanese Airman apparently came into the shop and donated the 

camera and 2 undeveloped rolls of film.  The pictures, from the undeveloped rolls, were sent to 

and developed by the Smithsonian.  Dave had several pictures in the museum, however, said 

the rest are on the internet, I’ll check on that.  

 

 

That afternoon we went up to the Blue Ridge Parkway in Shenandoah 

NP.  We went exactly 12 miles north to Turks Bluff and Chris’ 

transmission broke, we didn’t know what was wrong at the time other 

than it made a terrible noise.  Sooo we called a tow truck and all piled 

into the cab and rode back to Staunton where they dropped off the 

Carters at the Ford dealer to PU their truck from service and off to the 

Chevy dealer with Chris’ car.  A call that evening let Chris know he 

needed a new transmission.   
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Friday (10/22) A busy day for everyone as we were off as a group to Lexington, home of VMI, 

Stonewall Jackson (a teacher at VMI before the Civil War), Washington and Lee University and  

Robert E. Lee, who, after the Civil War, was President of the W&L until his death in 1869.  First 

for a briefing at the visitor center then a short walk to and tour of Jackson’s home, where he 

lived for only a couple years, 1858-61 while at Lexington and teaching at VMI.  At VMI we 

visited the Museum in the basement of Jackson Memorial Hall (built with reparation funds from 

the US Government). The museum had a great collection of historic fire arms, including the 

deadly air gun used by Lewis and Clark on their famous trip, many artifacts of Stonewall 

Jackson’s and his horse, Little Sorrel (the horse, naturally, was stuffed).  Then Ben, a senior 

cadet, spent some time in the Hall explaining a lot of the history of VMI, we toured the grounds  

and had a good lunch in the cadets chow hall.   

 

After lunch, in the VMI mess, we were off to the 

Lee Chapel at Washington and Lee where we 

toured the Chapel, constructed during Lee’s Presidency as a student meeting building, into the 

crypt where Robert Lee is interned as well as his family members.  Traveler, his beloved horse, 

is buried outside the chapel.   
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Following W&L we went back to VMI’s George 

Marshall Library and Museum.  There we had an 

excellent tour guide who explained Marshall’s life 

in service to our country.  This was a great tour, 

as General Marshall wasn’t one to boast about his 

accomplishments, so I had not known very much 

about him.  Our docent knew just about 

everything and related them very well. The 

museum was a chronological account of his 

lengthy service to our country.  

The map shows the area covered by the “Marshall 

Act” which Marshall masterminded, with his think 

tank, which was responsible for the recovery of 

Europe after WW II. 

 

 

 

 

Our last night at Staunton, Steve and assistants prepared another campfire which we all 

enjoyed into the evening.  

 

                                                     

                                                                

This says it all! 
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Saturday (10/24) It’s moving day again, 

time is flying by!  Today we’re off to Luray, 

VA a journey of only 60 miles.  Joy and 

Robert’s legs were stuck this morning, 

however, with Steve’s help they were able 

to get the stuck RV jack dismantled and 

were on their way.  By the time of their 

arrival, the rest of us were all set up.  

Before Steve had his hookups completed 

there was a radio call to Steve for a camp 

fire.  No rest for the weary! 

 

Sunday (10/25) After a string of wonderful days today 

starts off a little dreary with some very light showers 

last night.  At 1400 we all gathered at the Luray Singing 

Tower.  The tower contains 47 bells and is 117 feet in 

height.  The largest bell is 3-1/2 tons, the smallest 12-

1/2 lbs.  As we all anxiously awaited the serenade, 

nothing happened (the time posting on the internet was wrong).  However, those of us not 

going to Luray Caverns tour that waited were rewarded at 1500 with the Star Spangled Banner 

and others.  The rest of us were on our way into the depths of the Luray Caverns at 1500.  Luray 

Caverns is a wonderful experience, as seen from the photos below. 
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After Luray Caverns we all gathered at Uncle Bucks for social hour and another great dinner.   
 

 
 

Pumpkin Bread 
Autumn in the Appalachians Caravan - 2015 

A group favorite from Joan Tice - S*M*A*R*T #3 
 

3 1/3 cups flour 
2 teaspoons soda 
1 1/2 teaspoons salt 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 
- sift the flour, soda, salt, cinnamon and nutmeg together, then add 
3 cups brown sugar 
Make a well, add 
1 cup oil 
4 eggs 
2/3 cup water 
303 size can pumpkin (15 ounce size) 
1 cup chopped nuts 
optional - can use raisins, chocolate chips or a combination 
Use a large bowl. Sift dry ingredients into mixing bowl. Make a well, add oil, 
eggs water and pumpkin. Mix until smooth. Stir in nuts, raisins or chocolate 
chips, if desired. Divide batter into (2) 9x5x3 inch loaf pans which have been 
greased and floured. Bake in a preheated 350 degree oven for 1 to 1 1/2 hours. 
Place loaf pans on rack to cool for 10 minutes. Turn out pumpkin bread and peel 
off parchment paper from the bottom of the loaves. 
*Line just the bottom of the loaf pans with parchment paper for easier removal of 
Bread 

Richard and Joan Tice 
It is difficult to pick one day out of the many places of interest we have seen in our 37 day 
caravan titled, “Autumn in the Appalachians” 
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The unforgettable Appalachian Mountains, with the changing colors of the deciduous trees, are 
probably the most memorable. We gained an appreciation for the culture of the Cherokee 
Indians when we toured the museum in Cherokee, NC. The spoken account from the tour 
guides about Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson from the Civil War era was particularly 
interesting. The reason we travel in an RV is because this inspires our appreciation of America 
the Beautiful. 
 

Monday (10/26) Today, being a free day, most of us were off to the 

Skyline Drive on another glorious day.  We went touring, hiking and 

generally enjoyed the wonderful fall 

colors.  

Hike to Mary's Rock Shenandoah Valley 

with Kathy and Stephen and Lynn (looks 

like Kathy did it the hard way). 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday (10/27) As a group we were off to 

the Route 11 Potato Chip Factory for a tour 

and lots of samples.  Route 11 is a 

wonderful, classic small American business, 

with great chips to prove it.  We all had our 

fill of chips and the caravan treasury 

purchased a bag containing the variety of 

chips produced at Route 11.   
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After lunch we all met at the American Celebration on Parade to enjoy the floats used in 

Presidential Inauguration parades and other events.  The owner then offered us a tour of the 

museum of store fronts over the cavern entrance and some of us visited the agriculture themed 

Yellow Barn store.    

 

 

It was here in the Yellow Barn where Les was reunited with an old 

friend (he maintained these during the Cold War), one of the major 

contributors to the successful end of WWII, a Norden Bombsight.   

 

 

Wednesday (10/28) After a run of great weather, it turned south 

yesterday and today it’s constantly raining.  Sooo off to the 

Laundromat to catch up, for a group of SMART people who either 

have a long trip home or aren’t going home since we’re running out 

of clean dirties.  Also after a large group (37 plus a couple of 

relatives) of SMART people sat and waited patiently at 1400 (2PM) 

for the bell chimes on Sunday, we happened to notice the obvious 

sign below, so much for 37+ SMART people. 
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Thursday (10/30) Today is, sadly, the last day of our SMART Caravan.  Bill is planning a rafting 

trip on the South Fork of the Shenandoah River.  And there will be a farewell social hour and 

dinner in the barn here at the Outlanders campground.   

**************** 

As a parting note from the author I would like to note although we’ve thought about it for many 

years, this is the first caravan we have been with.  I am amazed at the amount of time, effort 

and work it took to put this together and to operate as well.  Our thanks go out to John and 

Kathy, and Steve and Lynn for all their efforts.  As for our group of 19 rigs, I can’t imagine a 

better lot to travel with, I appreciate all your help and we sincerely hope we meet up with all of 

you again in our future. 

Thanks to all, Allen  

(Continued on page 34) 
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WHO WE ARE AND WHERE WE’RE FROM 

 

# 1 

John and 

Kathy 

Steinbauer 

Wagon 

Masters 

Plantation, 

FL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

# 2  

Christopher and 

Christine Lopez 

Caravan Photographer 

San Antonio, TX 
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# 3 

Richard and Joan Tice 

San Antonio, TX 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

# 4 

Ted and Carole 

Martin 

Fairfield, CA 
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# 5 

Tom and Sue Wentz 

Caravan Chaplain  

Rancho Cordova, CA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

# 6 

Louis and Elaine Simmons 

Roseville, CA 
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# 7  

Bo and Karen 

deBlieux 

Caravan Story 

Teller 

Baton Rouge, LA 

 

 

 

 

 

# 8 

Allen and Judy Carter 

Caravan Log 

LaBelle, FL 
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# 9  

Merlin Billings 

Newport News, 

VA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#10 

John and Lucille 

Karman 

Kings Park, NY 
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# 11 

Bill and Sam 

Gooding 

Treasurer 

Montclair, VA 

 

 

 

 

# 12 

Terry and Diane 

Lee 

Miami, FL 
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# 13  

Les and Bevely 

Heath 

Webb City, MO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 15 

Kent and Janet Phillips 

Port Orchard, WA 

 

 

 



41 
 

 

 

 

# 16 

Robert and Joy 

Duval 

Chattanooga, TN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

# 17 

David and 

Milene Kent 

Woodbridge, VA 
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#18 

Forrest and Pat King 

Kissimmee, FL 

 

 

 

 

 19  

Jim Bradley and Sandi Galbreth 

Sedona, CA 
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# 20 

Steve and Lynn 

Hyman 

Tail Gunners 

Kingston, WA 

 

 

 

We Came from All Corners of the U.S.A. 
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Some of the “Beary Good” Awards 
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A Big Thanks From the Wagon Masters 

Kathy and I along with the Hyman’s would like to thank everyone for their flexibility, good humor, and 

positive can-do attitude during the entire caravan! The camaraderie, willingness to assist while we 

enjoyed the adventures and challenges was outstanding.  In addition, our caravan ran smoothly because 

our members were willing to take on the challenges of moving to different campgrounds. The many 

photographs and comments provided by caravan members during their sightseeing were very helpful.  

For this and for the many things you have done to make our job easy, We Thank You!  

In addition, there are several members we would like to acknowledge for their extra efforts to make this 

a fun and safe caravan. 

Our Tail Gunners Lynn and Steve were always willing to go beyond the usual Tail Gunner responsibilities 

to help us and everyone be safe and have a good time.  Steve was always available to help with 

mechanical issues, walkie-talkie problems, fire building, and more. Steve spent many hours planning and 

verifying the routes so everyone would arrive at the next campground on-time and safely.  Lynn was at 

the ready to do whatever was needed to make our jobs easier. She tracked down menu sheets, ran to 

the grocery store on short notice, and always with a big smile. She was great at making everyone feel 

welcome and special. 

Our Treasurer, Bill performed his duties as outlined in the SOP to the letter. He reviewed every receipt 

to make sure the funds were spent properly and all the additions and subtractions were correct. He’s 

the ideal Treasurer because he was never reluctant to question expenditures or accounting methods 

and it was much appreciated. 

Our Caravan Photographer, Christopher, was everywhere taking photos of our travels and adventures. 

He spent many extra hours downloading photographs from his camera to his I pad so they could be 

uploaded to the Facebook Group. He is a real professional and we were very fortunate to have him and 

his talents support our caravan journal and Facebook Group. 

Our Journal Editor, Allen, volunteered to take on this demanding and time consuming responsibility, 

deserves the thanks of everyone! He has done a very professional job and came up with innovative ways 

to make it easier for everyone to share photos by suggesting we have a Facebook Group.   I’m sure as we 

reflect on the good times we had during the caravan and read and share the journal with friends, we will 

be reminded of Allen and the wonderful job he did for all of us. 

Our meals and travels were blessed by Tom, Steve, and Lynn and it was appreciated by everyone. 

On a personal note, I would be remiss if I did not thank Kathy for all the time she spent planning the 

events and meals and then following up to make sure all went smoothly. As you know, we have two 

Wagon Masters, however only one can be in charge and it can be a challenge working together and her 

patience is deeply appreciated.  

We hope to see everyone on future caravans as we see the Country We Defend! 


